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* Probable error of a position determined by means of the circles is o 3 '5 in E.A. and 7" in Decl. 
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Sydney Observations of Comets. 
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A transit of Comet Fabry over a 10 mag. star occurred 
on May 6, 1886. ISTo change in the brightness of the star could 
be seen as it approached the nucleus or receded from it; and it 
could be seen distinctly in the edge, but not in the centre. 
There, although it could be seen that the centre was brighter, 
owing to the added light of the star, it was not possible to 
separate one from the other, even with the large telescope, so 
fairly central was the transit. In fact, the starlight could be 
seen all the time, but the two points of light could not be 
separated. The transit occurred at 8 h 20 m o s ‘3i S.M.T. 

A transit of Comet Fabry over the larger member (9 mag.) 
of a double star, No. 3954? Herschel’s Cape list, was observed 
on May 13, 1886. 

As the comet neared the star nothing could be seen of it 
except the nucleus, which appeared fainter than the star, but not 
as faint as the small companion of 11 mag. about 8" off. The 
transit took place at 7 11 27 111 8 s S.M.T. The comet was lost sight 
of during transit, although the faint companion could be well 
seen, and the brightness of the star remained unchanged. 

Comet Fabry was first seen in this colony on Saturday, 
May 1, by persons in many parts of the colony, but light clouds 
obscured the sky in Sydney. On May 2 I saw it at 6.15 p.m., when 
the daylight was still strong; it was a conspicuous object, with 
a tail 4 0 long. With the telescope the nucleus was well defined, 
and the coma free from remarkable features. The 1 i^-inch 
Equatorial and filar micrometer were used for all observations. 
The comet was observed by me to pass over a 10th mag. star on 
May 6th, and over a 9th mag. star on May 13, by Mr. Pollock 
who was assisting me. 

Sydney Observatory: 

1886, July 12. 


Sextant Observations of Fabry's Comet. 

( Communicated by Captain H. Toynbee.) 

Observations made on board the ship “St. Patrick,'’ by 
Captain James Campbell. 

1886, May 2 ; Lat. 31 0 55' S, ; Long. 32 0 n' E.; 6 h 45 m P.M., 
A.T.S. 

O / 

Distance of Comet from Sirius ... ... 35 41 

„ „ „ Betelgeuse . 20 57 

„ „ „ Castor . 52 50 

1886, May 3 ; Lat. 32 0 21' S. ; Long. 31 0 3' E. ; 6 h 3o m p.m., 
A.T.S. 

o / 

Distance of Comet from Sirius . 20 54 

„ „ „ Castor . 53 14 
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